100" Year ~ 4 Century of Family, Farming, & Fun

Thursday, August 27, 2026 @ 7 pm ~ Museum Stage
Absolule ENTRY DELDLINE August 10 APPALACHIAN
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Rules & Guidelines: gl

Entry Submission:
e Completed entry forms must be submitted to the Appalachian Fair Office by Monday, August 10.
o Forms may be:
o Mailed to: Appalachian Fair, PO Box 8218, Johnson City, IN 37615
o Delivered to the Fair Office at 2100 Lakeview Street, Gray, TN
o Emailed to appalachianfair@gmail.com

o Incomplete entries will not be accepted.

o Typed forms are strongly preferred, as they are easier for judges to read. The entry form may be downloaded to your computer.
Tab through the fields to complete, save the file using the act/contestant’s name in the title, and submit by email to the email
address listed above.

Eligibility & General Rules:
o Contestants must be at least 13 and no older than 21 as of September 1, 2026.
o This is an amateur competition.
o A“professional” is defined as an entertainer who is a union member, has a paid agent/manager, or has signed a
professional entertainment contract.
o Anyone who has performed on a commercially released recording (sold through typical retail outlets) is considered a
professional and therefore ineligible.
o Self-produced recordings for personal distribution (e.g., church groups) are permitted.
e Baton twirlers and similar acts using batons, machetes, or fire are not permitted. Fire is strictly prohibited on stage.
Performance Guidelines - Vocal, Instrumental, Dance, & Group Acts:
e Vocal Acts:
o Live orinstrumental accompaniment is permitted but must remain strictly accompaniment.
o Performances must be able to stand alone vocally if accompaniment were removed.
o Novocal utterances, vocal tracks, or background vocals may be used on accompaniment recordings.
o Novocal backgrounds allowed on CDs/phones/digital recordings.
e Instrumental Solo Acts:
o Live accompaniment is allowed but must remain accompaniment only.
o Noinstrument of the same type as the soloist may be used in the accompaniment.
o Instrumental bands may not use accompaniment tracks.
o All performers must meet the Youth Talent age requirements.
e Dance Acts:
o Accompanists may be on stage but must not draw visual attention or influence the performance.
e  Group Acts:
o Anyone appearing on stage or assuming visual importance must meet Youth Talent age requirements.
o Acts may drop a listed member prior to the contest but may not add or replace members.
Timing, Sound, and Music:
e Acts should be no longer than 3 minutes and may not exceed 4 minutes under any circumstance.
o Acts exceeding 4 minutes will be disqualified, including bands.
o Anofficial timer will be present.
o All contestants must use the Fair’s lighting system.
o Allacts - except bands - must use the Fair’s sound system and sound operator.
o Bands may use their own amplifiers.
e Accompaniment music must be provided on CD, phone, or other digital device and must be of the highest quality.
o Contestants must bring a backup recording.
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Rules & Guidelines (Cont.):

Backstage & Administrative Policies:
e Teachers and parents are not permitted on stage during the contest.
o  Only one person (parent/teacher/assistant) per act is allowed backstage, in addition to performers.
o Contestants may make changes to their act prior to the Fair, as long as the category does not change.
Contestant eligibility is at the sole discretion of the contest committee, and all decisions are final.
e  Previous first-place winners may not return to compete.
Preliminary Auditions:
o [fthe number of entries requires preliminary auditions, contestants will be notified of the time and location.
Judging Criteria:
o  Entries will be judged on the following:
o Appearance - 10%
Originality - 10%
Showmanship - 20%
Technical Ability - 20%
Performance & Skill - 40%

A CENTURY OF FAMILY, FARMING, AND FUN
1926-2026

O O O O

Awards:
e 1stPlace: $500
e 2ndPlace: $300
e 3rdPlace: $200

Completed form should be MAILED to: APPALACHIAN FAIR, PO BOX 8218, JOHNSON CITY, TN 37615
or delivered to: Appalachian Fair, 100 Lakeview Street, Gray, TN
or Faxed to: 423.477.3853

or Emailed to: appalachianfair@gmail.com
For more information, please call the Fair Office at: 423.477.3211

Contest Entry DEADLINE - Monday, AUGUST 10
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Please Print or Type all Information:

A CENTURY OF FAMILY, FARMING, AND FUN
1926-2026

Name of Act or Participant: *Age: *Birthdate:

Address:

Phone Number: E-mail:

Description of Act:

Music Selection Title, if applicable:

Exact Time of Performance: Min. Sec. (Cannot exceed 4 minutes)

Individual to be Contacted:

Phone: E-Mail:

If act has more than one person, please list information of each member of act. Use an additional sheet of paper if necessary.

Name: Age: | Birthdate: Address:

Brief Biographical Sketch of Contestant(s) (i.e. school, background, hobbies, interest, etc.):

The above information will be certified by the contest coordinator. Entries must be delivered, postmarked, faxed, or emailed by August 10t. You will
be contacted if a preliminary audition is required for contestant selection.

The above-named individual does hereby consent to the use of photographs and/or audio recordings for promotional purposes related to this event.

For and in consideration of the Appalachian Fair Association, Inc. accepting my application for the entry of as
a participant in the Appalachian Fair Youth Talent Contest, I, hereby waive, release and discharge any and all claims for personal injury or property
damage - whether known or unknown, and of any form or nature - which | may have against the Appalachian Fair Association, Inc., any named sponsor,
and any of their representative(s) or agents arising out of or in any way connected with my/our participation in this contest.

1I/We have read the rules governing the APPALACHIAN FAIR YOUTH TALENT CONTEST and agree to abide by all requirements and regulations.

Signature of Participant/Guardian: Date:
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